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rently set up, these banks are at a disadvantage
because while they are often playing by the
rules, many of their less scrupulous competitors
are not. So what reform will do is help level the
playing field by making sure all our lenders, not
just community banks, are subject to tough
oversight. That’s good news for our community
banks, which is why we’ve received letters from
some of these banks in support of reform.

What’s true for our community banks is also
true for small-business men and women like the
ones I met in Buffalo. These small businesses
were some of the worst victims of the excessive
risk-taking on Wall Street that led to this crisis.
Their credit dried up. They had to let people
go. Some even shut their doors altogether. And
unless we put in place real safeguards, we could
see it happen all over again.

That’s why Wall Street reform is so impor-
tant. With reform, we’ll make our financial sys-
tem more transparent by bringing the kinds of
complex, backroom deals that helped trigger
this crisis into the light of day. We’ll prevent
banks from taking on so much risk that could
collapse and threaten our whole economy. And
we’ll give shareholders more of a say on pay to
help change the perverse incentives that en-

couraged reckless risk-taking in the first place.
Put simply, Wall Street reform will bring great-
er security to folks on Main Street.

The stories I heard in Buffalo this week were
a reminder that despite the progress we’ve
made, we need to keep working hard so we can
build on that progress and rebound from this
recession in the short term. But even as we do,
we also need to lay a new foundation for growth
and shared prosperity over the long term.

Next week, we have a chance to help lay a
cornerstone in that foundation. The reform bill
being debated in the Senate will not solve every
problem in our financial system; no bill could.
But what this strong bill will do is important,
and I urge the Senate to pass it as soon as possi-
ble so we can secure America’s economic future
in the 21st century.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12:35 p.m. on May 14 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on May 15.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 14, but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on May 15. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks at the National Peace Officers Memorial Service
May 15, 2010

Thank you, Chuck, for that warm introduc-
tion and for your outstanding leadership as na-
tional president of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice. I also want to commend the entire Frater-
nal Order of Police and all its leaders, including
Jim Pasco, for the work you do on behalf of
America’s peace officers. Let me also recognize
FOP Auxiliary President Beverly Crump, mem-
bers of the FOP Auxiliary, Members of Con-
gress and my administration, including Attorney
General Eric Holder, and distinguished guests
who are here today.

To the survivors of fallen law enforcement
officers, our hearts go out to you for your loss.
The husbands and wives, mothers and fathers
you loved, they protected us all. And all Ameri-
cans are grateful for the lives that they gave in
the line of duty.

To the active duty law enforcement officers
who traveled from all over the country to be
here, let me simply say, thank you. Thank you
for the service you are rendering to our Nation,
and thank you for the sacrifices you are making
on behalf of our people.

Every day in America, families go about their
lives. They wake up, sit down for breakfast,
send their kids off to school, then they head into
the office or onto the factory floor. And after
putting in a honest day’s work, they return
home, ready to do it all over again in the morn-
ing.

We often take it for granted, this cycle of life.
We know, of course, that chance can change ev-
erything overnight. But we also rely on a certain
order in our lives, a certain sense of security
that lets us sleep safely in our beds and walk
around our neighborhoods free from fear and
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go about our daily lives without being the vic-
tims of crime.

That sense of security doesn’t come on its
own. What makes it possible, what makes free-
dom possible, are the law enforcement officers
that we honor today. It’s men and women like
so many of you. It’s anyone who’s ever put on a
uniform or worn a badge in the name of law, in
the name of order, in the name of protecting
and defending the United States of America.

What led you to live such a life? What leads
a person to put on that uniform, to wear that
badge, to enter the law enforcement profes-
sion? Part of it, of course, is what leads any of
us to pursue a profession, a responsibility to
provide for our wives and our husbands, to
give our children and grandchildren a better
life. For some, there’s also a family legacy to
honor, a proud inheritance an officer may as-
pire to uphold.

But there’s also another reason, a higher
calling that led the men and women we honor
today, like so many of you, to become peace
officers, a calling to serve our neighbors, a call-
ing to serve our neighborhoods, a calling to
live a life in service of others.

It’s a calling that carries immense risk. You
don’t know what dangers you’ll confront each
time you put on that uniform or step outside in
plain clothes. Whether you’re a beat patrol-
man or a road deputy, you don’t know what
the next dispatch will bring. All you know is
your duty to keep us safe, to keep our commu-
nities safe, to keep America safe. It is a duty
you fulfill every single day.

Today we honor Americans who lost their
lives in pursuit of that duty, in pursuit of that
calling. We honor Traffic Sergeant Mark Du-
nakin, a 17-year veteran of Oakland’s Police
Department. “A big teddy bear,” his friends
called him, who loved his Buckeyes and Steel-
ers. The kind of guy you could always count on
to get you to do the right thing. Mark was
killed on March 21, 2009, during a traffic stop
at 74th Avenue and MacArthur Boulevard.
And he leaves behind his wife Angela and
three children.

We honor Deputy Burt Lopez, a 6-year vet-
eran of Okaloosa County Sheriff Office in
Florida. Big-hearted, Burt once delayed serv-
ing a minor warrant until a Sunday so that the
defendant, a father of six, could earn one more
day’s pay for his family. On April 25, 2009,
Burt and Deputy Skip York were killed at-
tempting to arrest a domestic assault suspect
they had tracked down at a gun club in Crest-
ville [Crestview].* Burt is survived by his wife
Michelle and five children.

We honor Trooper Joshua Miller, a veteran
of both the Pennsylvania State Police and the
United States Marine Corps. Josh, it’s been
said, was a trooper’s trooper. The only thing he
loved more than stopping drunk drivers and
hunting was spending time with his wife Ange-
la and their three daughters. His face lit up
when you mentioned them. Josh was killed on
June 7, 2009, during an operation that ulti-
mately rescued a 9-year-old boy who’d been
kidnaped by his father.

We honor these Americans and each of the
law enforcement officers who lost their lives in
the line of duty last year. Each loved, each is
missed, each is among America’s finest. These
men and women join nearly 19,000 Americans
who’ve made such a sacrifice since Deputy
Isaac Smith was shot investigating a distur-
bance at a New York tavern in 1792. Such a
sacrifice, such an honor roll, is what makes it
possible for us to go on about our lives, to pur-
sue our dreams, to enjoy America’s freedoms.

It is an honor roll engraved in stone not far
from here, at the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial. Guarding over the park
and the memories of Americans memorialized
there are four bronze lions. Beneath one is a
verse from the Book of Proverbs I impart to
you as a prayer: “The wicked flee when no
man pursueth; but the righteous are as bold as
a lion.”

May God’s face shine upon the lions that we
have lost, may He watch over the ones that
guard us still, and may He bless now and for-
ever the United States of America.

 * White House correction.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. at the
U.S. Capitol. In his remarks, he referred to
Chuck Canterbury, national president, and
James O. Pasco, Jr., executive director, Frater-

nal Order of Police. The related proclamation
of May 7 is listed in Appendix D at the end of
this volume.

Remarks on Signing the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act of 2009 and an
Exchange With Reporters
May 17, 2010

The President. Well, hello, everybody. I am
very proud to be able to sign the Daniel Pearl
Freedom of the Press Act, a piece of legislation
that sends a strong signal about our core values
when it comes to the freedom of the press.

All around the world there are enormously
courageous journalists and bloggers who, at
great risk to themselves, are trying to shine a
light on the critical issues that the people of
their countries face, who are the frontlines
against tyranny and oppression. And obviously,
the loss of Daniel Pearl was one of those mo-
ments that captured the world’s imagination,
because it reminded us of how valuable a free
press is and it reminded us that there are those
who would go to any length in order to silence
journalists around the world.

What this act does is it sends a strong mes-
sage from the United States Government and
from the State Department that we are paying
attention to how other governments are operat-
ing when it comes to the press. It has the State
Department each year chronicling how press
freedom is operating, as one component of our
human rights assessment, but it also looks at
countries that are—governments that are spe-
cifically condoning or facilitating this kind of
press repression, singles them out and subjects
them to the gaze of world opinion in ways that I
think are extraordinarily important.

Oftentimes without this kind of attention,
countries and governments feel that they can
operate against the press with impunity. And we
want to send a message that they can’t.

So this legislation, in a very modest way, I
think, puts us clearly on the side of journalistic
freedom. I want to thank Adam Schiff in the
House and Senator Chris Dodd in the Senate
for their leadership. And I particularly want to

thank the Pearl family, who have been so out-
spoken and so courageous in sending a clear
message that despite Daniel’s death, his vision
of a well-informed citizenry that is able to make
choices and hold governments accountable, that
that legacy lives on.

So we are very grateful to them. I’m grateful
to the legislative leaders who helped to pass
this. It is something that I intend to make sure
our State Department carries out with vigor.
And with that, I’m going to sign the bill.

[At this point, the President signed the bill.]

The President. There you go. Thank you, ev-
erybody. Appreciate it.

Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico

Q. Mr. President, speaking of press freedom,
could you answer a couple of questions on BP?

The President. You’re certainly free to ask
them, Chip [Chip Reid, CBS News].

Iran

Q. Will you answer them? How about a ques-
tion on Iran?

The President. We won’t be answering—I’m
not doing a press conference today, but we’ll be
seeing you guys during the course of this week.
Okay?

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:32 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. H.R. 3714, ap-
proved May 17, was assigned Public Law No.
111–166.
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